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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN BUSINESSMAN TO VISIT U.S. OIL FIRMS 

1. MR. ALHAJI MOHAMMED G. LAWAN OF LUMARX VENTURES NIGERIA 
LIMITED, LAGOS, PLANS TO ARRIVE IN NEW YORK CITY ON NOVEMBER 30 
FROM LONDON. HE WILL BE IN THE U.S. FROM DECEMBER 1 THROUGH 7. 

HE WISHES TO MEET SEVERAL U.S. OIL COMPANIES WHICH HAVE APPLIED TO 
THE NNOC TO PURCHASE DIRECT SALE CRUDE TO OFFER THEM THE SERVICES 
OF HIS FIRM AS A LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE, AND HAS ASKED OUR ASSISTANCE 
IN CONTACTING THE FIRMS TO MAKE APPOINTMENTS. 

2. A BRIGHT, ARTICULATE YOUNG MAN, LAWAN DOES NOT SEEM TO BE 
ATTEMPTING TO INTERPOSE HIMSELF AS A MIDDLEMAN IN THE PURCHASE OF 
CRUDE BUT ONLY WISHES TO HANDLE LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS FOR 
A COMMISSION. HE CONTENDS THE NNOC ENCOURAGES OIL COMPANIES TO 
LOCATE SUCH A LOCAL AGENT AND THAT ALL THE MAJOR PURCHASING COM- 
PANIES HAVE ONE. LAWAN BORE PRETTY CONVINCING PROOF IN THE FORM 

OF PHOTOSTAT COPIES OF A CONTRACT BETWEEN SHELL OIL OF HOUSTON AND 
ALHAJI TIJANI DAGAZAU OF DEVELOPMENT PARTICIPANTS NIGERIA LIMITED. 
THIS CONTRACT, WHICH SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDES THE LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM ANY OIL PURCHASING ACTIVITIES, STIPULATED THAT THE FIRM WILL 
HANDLE LOCAL CORRESPONDENCE, COMMUNICATION WITH THE NNOC, HOTEL 
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COMMISSION, ACCORDING TO THE CONTRACT, OF SIX AND ONE HALF CENTS A 
BARREL. (ON THE CONTRACT FOR 100,000 BARRELS PER DAY SHELL IS SAID 
TO HAVE WITH THE NNOC, WE ASSUME THIS MEANS DOLLARS 6,500 PER YEAR, 
NOT PER DAY?) ACCORIDNG TO LAWAN, THE NNOC HAS STIPULATED THAT 
SUCH LOCAL AGENTS WILL BE LIMITED TO TWO OIL COMPANIES EACH. 

DAGAZAU ALREADY HAS, LAWAN SAID, CONTRACTS WITH GELSENBERG AND 
TENNECO IN ADDITION TO SHELL, AND MAY HAVE TO DROP ONE. SINCE BOTH 
MEN COME FROM MAIDUGURI, DAGAZAU HAS BEEN WILLING TO SHARE HIS CON- 
FIDENTIAL INFORMATION WITH BROTHER LAWAN TO HELP HIM ACQUIRE A 
STABLE OF HIS OWN. 

3. LAWAN WOULD LIKE TO MEET THE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF CRUDE SUPPLY 
AND PURCHASES IN THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES. HE SAYS HE WAS ABLE TO 
LEARN FROM THE NNOC THAT EACH OF THEM HAS FILED AN APPLICATION WITH 
THE NNOC FOR THE PURCHASE OF CRUDE. NONE HAVE YET SIGNED A 
PURCHASE CONTRACT. THE NNOC HAS STIPULATED THAT IT IS INTERESTED 
ONLY IN CONTRACTS FOR 50,000 B/D OR MORE. THESE FIRMS WERE CON- 
SIDERED SOLID APPLICANTS BY NNOC. 

A.M. OIL & GAS INC. 

LAKE POINT TOWER, SUITE 85 
505 NORTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 
AREA CODE 312-828-9349 

TIDAL TRANSMISSION COMPANY 
2817 ONE MAIN PLACE 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75250 
AREA CODE 214-748-5525 

SIGNAL OIL AND GAS COMPANY 
GOLDEN CENTER 1 
2800 NORTH LOOP WEST 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77018 
AREA CODE 713-686-9261 

SUN OIL COMPANY 
240 RADNOR - CHESTER ROAD 
ST. DAVIDS 
PENNSYLVANIA 19087 
AREA CODE 215-985-1600 
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CLARK OIL REFINING COROPRATION 
8530 WEST NATIONAL AVENUE 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53227 
AREA CODE 414-321-5100 

4. SINCE LAWAN APPEARS LIGITIMATE AND SERIOUS, WE AGREED TO HELP 
HIM AND SUGGESTED BEST THING FOR HIM TO DO WAS TO CALL LOLLIS ON 
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MONDAY DECEMBER 1 AFTER REACHING NEW YORK TO LEARN WHAT APPOINT- 
MENTS IT MAY HAVE BEEN POSSILBE TO LINE UP. LAWAN SAID HE WOULD 
ADAPT HIS SCHEDULE IN THE U.S. TO WHATEVER APPOINTMENTS WERE CON- 
VENIENT WITH THESE COMPANIES. HE UNDERSTANDS THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
NONE OF THE FIRMS MIGHT WISH TO TALK WITH HIM BUT IS WILLING TO 
CHANCE IT, PROBABLY BECAUSE DAGAZAU'S CONTRACT WITH SHELL HAS 
GIVEN HIM CONFIDENCE THAT IT CAN BE DONE. 

5. FYI LAWAN CERTAINLY SEEMED TO HAVE ASSESS TO ALL THE LITTLE 
BIRDIES AT NNOC. IN ADDITION TO HAVING GOTTEN A LIST OF PRIME 
APPLICANTS, HE SAID HE LEARNED THAT MPE PERMANENT SECRETARY AWONIYI 
CANCELLED CONTRACT FOR 200,000 B/D WHICH AMERICAN FIRM HAD SIGNED 
WITH NNOC BECAUSE FIRM'S LOCAL AGENT, GNA HAMZA, WAS INVOLVED IN 
QUESTIONABLE CEMENT DEALS NOW SPLASHED OVER FRONT PAGES. AWONIYI 
APPARENTLY ANXIOUS TO KEEP OIL SALES FREE OF ANY TAINT. LAWAN SAID 
U.S. FIRM INVOLVED WAS C.R. RITTENBERRY AND ASSOCIATES OF 1201 
PETROLEUM CLUB BUILDING, TULSA, OKLAHOMA. CONTRACT WAS CANCELLED 
NOVEMBER 9 AND DEPOSIT CHECK OF DOLLARS 160,000 RETURNED NOVEMBER 
1 1 . WE CANNOT IDENTIFY RITTENBERRY FIRM, BUT THIS BIT OF GOSSIP 
INTERESTING SINCE THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN LARGEST DIRECT SALE CONTRACT 
FOR NIGERIAN OIL WE HAVE HEARD OF. LAWAN ALSO SAID SOURCES TOLD 
HIM FMG WANTS TO INCREASE OIL PRODUCTION BECAUSE APPLICATIONS FOR 
DIRECT PURCHASES EXCEED PRESENT OUTPUT. THE NNOC IS BECOMING 
SELECTIVE IN THE APPLICATIONS IT WILL ACCEPT BECAUSE SOME BUYERS, 
PROBABLY BROKERS WHO HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO LOCATE BUYERS, HAVE SHOWN 
DIFFICULTY IN LIFTING WHAT THEY CONTRACTED FOR. NNOC WANTS TO 
LIMIT SALES TO RECOGNIZED MARKETING AND MARKETING-REFINING COM- 
PANIES. FINALLY, LAWAN SAID NNOC IS TRYING TO LIMIT DIRECT SALES COMM 

rr- 

MENTS MADE TO THE PRODUCING COMPANIES FOR 1976 IN ORDER TO 
DECREASE ITS DEPENDENCE ON THEM. 
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